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CITY COUNCIL 
CITY OF RICHMOND HEIGHTS, 

MISSOURI 
 

REGULAR MEETING, December 7, 2015 
 

A Regular Meeting of the City Council of the City of Richmond Heights, Missouri 

was held on Monday, November 16, 2015 at 7:30 p.m. in the City Hall Council 

Chambers, at 1330 S. Big Bend Boulevard.  The meeting was opened with The 

Pledge of Allegiance. Present were Mayor James J. Beck, Council Members Matt 

Casey, Dan Sebben, Camille Greenwald, Megan Moylan, Ed Notter, Rick Vilcek, and 

Reginald Finney. Rob Jacknewitz was necessarily absent.  Also present were Amy 

Hamilton, City Manager, and Ken Heinz, City Attorney. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Mr. Vilcek stated Council District 2 will have their community meeting on Saturday, 

December 12 at 10:00 a.m. at The Heights. 

 

Mr. Vilcek reminded everyone that today was the 74th anniversary of the attack on 

Pearl Harbor and a day to be remembered and those heroes that gave their lives for 

freedom. 

 

CITIZEN’S COMMENTS NO. 1 
 

None. 
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 

Regular Meeting 
November 16, 2015 

 
Mr. Vilcek moved, Mr. Casey seconded, a motion for the approval of the minutes of 

the Regular Meeting of November 16, 2015.  Carried unanimously. 

 

CITY MANAGER’S REPORT 
 

In & Out Market 
Request for Tasting License 

 
Ms. Hamilton asked if Council wished to approve the request by the In & Out Market 

on Bellevue for a “tasting license”; serving a variety of craft beers, etc. to stimulate 

sales.   

 

Mr. Vilcek asked if we had turned down another request, perhaps it was Schnucks for 

the same type license.   
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Ms. Hamilton stated that Schnucks does have a tasting license; they had previously 

suggested they would like to have a drink by purchase for shoppers while they are in 

the store, but the City has not taken that request up formerly. 

 

Mr. Notter asked what would be served through this tasting license. 

 

Ms. Hamilton stated they wished to promote their array of craft beers, but there isn’t a 

restriction. 

 

Mr. Notter stated he would not like to see them allowing tastings for spirits/hard 

alcohol.   

 

Ms. Hamilton stated they cannot pour by the drink, these are not full servings, that is 

not what the “tasting” actually is.   Ms. Hamilton stated that if the Council wished to 

restrict the tasting license only to beer products, that can be done, however,  

 

Ms. Hamilton stated the Market did not specifically request anything other than the 

craft beers, but they are licensed to sell other alcoholic beverages as they have a full 

license, so it could include anything they sell on the premises. 

 

Mr. Sebben stated he thinks the owners have really improved the store, its 

merchandise and the premises and feel there aren’t issues to be concerned about as 

they run a very nice place. 

 

Mr. Notter moved to restrict this tasting license limited to beer and wine only.  There 

was no second. 

 

Some Council members stated they felt the In and Out Market should have the same 

consideration as Schnucks. 

 

Mr. Casey moved, Ms. Moylan seconded, a motion to allow the In and Out Market to 

have a tasting license with no restrictions on the type of alcoholic beverage used in 

the tastings.  AYES:  8 – NAYS:  1 (Notter).  Motion carried and request was 

approved. 

 

Ms. Hamilton stated the Council could always pull the approval if they hear of any 

problems or violations. 

 

St. Louis County Police Standards 
 
Ms. Hamilton stated that City Attorney Heinz has some additional information 

regarding the legislation that was passed by St. Louis County and will be giving his 

legal opinion in closed session tonight.   Ms. Hamilton asked if there are any 

questions now and we can discuss.  Council did not have any questions at present. 
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December 21, 2015 
Regular Council Meeting Cancelled 

 
Ms. Hamilton stated the schedule had previously looked like we would be able to put 

The Boulevard South TIF recommendation legislation on the December 21 Council 

agenda, but Pace has stated they were not in a rush and felt the introduction of those 

Bills can be done within the next 90 days. 

 

Ms. Hamilton stated there was no new business tonight that would currently roll to 

the December 21 meeting. 

 

Mayor Beck and Council members agreed to cancel the December 21, 2015 Regular 

Council Meeting.   

 

Wise Avenue Project 
 

Chris Boyd, Public Works Supervisor was recognized for the successful management 

of the Wise Avenue street project as it nears its completion with minimum complaints 

or issues. 

 

Citizen Survey Report 
 

Ms. Hamilton gave an overview of the results of the current Citizen Survey recently 

received.  The National Citizen Survey is given to report about the “livability” of the 

City of Richmond Heights and the survey was distributed equally to each of the four 

districts so that there is an even mailing and response from each District.  

 

Ms. Hamilton stated that of the completed and returned forms showed a 25% 

response rate which is a very valid response rate from the 1400 mailings.  Ms. 

Hamilton stated the information is on the website for further viewing. 

 

Ms. Hamilton stated residents rated the quality of life in Richmond Heights, excellent 

or good and similar to ratings of other communities nationwide.  Ms. Hamilton stated 

that the survey also showed that in many categories, Richmond Heights rated higher 

than the national average. 

 

Ms. Hamilton stated that compared to the survey taken in 2012, there were areas that 

showed we were improving; i.e. ease of travel, walking trails, biking, traffic flow and 

other areas.  

 

Ms. Hamilton stated the overall results in most categories were quite positive, with 

some reductions in recreation, religious activities.  Education showed a positive jump; 

similar to the national average but was encouraging to see that response. 
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Ms. Hamilton stated that customer service showed a slight decrease; but still within 

the national average.  Ms. Hamilton stated that some areas which showed a small 

decrease from the previous survey were minimal and still within the national average. 

 

Ms. Hamilton stated the City had asked three specific questions with regard to 

Richmond Heights; their opinion on supporting or discontinuing leaf collection 

service.  The response was 38% strongly opposed and 16% somewhat opposed to a 

discontinuation of the leaf service.  In opposite viewpoint, 20% strongly supported 

and 26% somewhat supported the discontinuation of that service; so overall a fairly 

equal/balanced response to the question. 

 

Ms. Hamilton noted the explanation in the survey did speak to increased costs to 

provide the service and might have to look for cost savings in the future. 

 

Mr. Vilcek stated that in the District Two meetings, residents stated that the service 

could be discontinued when asked that question with the concerns that it wasn’t being 

properly prepared by certain residents who are not following the rules to leaf 

collection; raking to street, blocking sewers, place leaves out long before scheduled 

pickup. 

 

Ms. Hamilton stated public works and the police department has been notifying the 

residents who do not comply with the leaf collection guidelines by personal contact or 

flyer.   

 

Another question was posed about communication to the public on city resources, 

services and actions and were pleased to see the website, calendar, newsletter and the 

E-news letter are gauged to be a good resource and utilized by our residents. 

 

Ms. Hamilton stated the third question posed in the survey asked if they felt a 

stronger block captain program would strengthen neighbor to neighbor 

communication and the response was highly positive. 

 

Ms. Hamilton stated the City staff would be offering a block captain program very 

soon and also involve the city’s public information officer in pushing out more 

electronic information to the block captains for their distribution to their neighbors. 

 

Ms. Hamilton stated that overall conclusions that she has taken away is that there is 

high praise for the quality of life, safety is important and rated high, the economy was 

important and vibrant and affordable and quality of housing in Richmond Heights 

was rated high. 

 

Areas to work on would be the walking trails in the City, and neighbor 

communication. 

 

The Council stated they had heard from their constituents about the development of 

more sidewalks in their neighborhoods. 
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Ms. Hamilton stated that sidewalk connection issues on McKnight have prevented the 

connections of the walkways, but it is now known that Ladue will be soon installing 

sidewalks on the west side of Lay Road thus making connections a better tie-in for us 

to safely implement connections in that area of Richmond Heights.  Ms. Hamilton 

stated the City is planning to add the sidewalk installation to future proposed budget. 

 
St. Louis County Municipal League Sales Tax Policy 

 
Ms. Hamilton stated the County Sales Tax Policy would be discussed in closed 

session. 

 

CITY ATTORNEY’S REPORT 
 

None. 
 

BILLS PREVIOUSLY INTRODUCED 
 

Bill No. 5456; second reading 
Imposes a Local Use Tax at the same rate as the 

Local Sales Tax of the City of Richmond Heights  
for purchases from out-of-state vendors that  

exceed $2000.00. 
 
Mr. Vilcek moved, Ms. Greenwald seconded, a motion for the second reading of Bill 

No. 5456.  Bill No. 5456 was presented and read. 

 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF RICHMOND HEIGHTS, MISSOURI, 

IMPOSING A LOCAL USE TAX AT THE SAME RATE AS THE LOCAL SALES 

TAX OF THE CITY OF RICHMOND HEIGHTS, MISSOURI FOR PURCHASES 

FROM OUT-OF-STATE VENDORS THAT EXCEED TWO THOUSAND 

DOLLARS. 

 

Mayor Beck asked for a vote of approval of Bill No. 5456.  AYES:  Mr. Vilcek, Ms. 

Greenwald, Mr. Finney, Ms. Moylan, Mr. Notter, Mr. Casey, Mr. Sebben, Mr. 

Jacknewitz and Mayor Beck. NAYS:  None. 

 

Mayor Beck declared Bill No. 5456, approved. 

 

INTRODUCTION OF NEW BILLS 
 

None. 
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RESOLUTIONS 
 

Resolution No. 15-16 
Reappoints Tim Day & 
Stephen Holmes to office as members 
of the Board of Trustees of the Policemen 
And Firemen Retirement Fund. 
 
Mr. Vilcek moved, Mr. Finney seconded, for the ready of Resolution No. 15-16. 

Carried unanimously.  Resolution No. 15-16 was presented and read. 

 

A RESOLUTION OF THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF RICHMOND HEIGHTS, 

MISSOURI, REAPPOINTING TIMOTHY DAY AND STEPHEN P. HOLMES, 
BOTH RESIDENT CITIZENS, TO OFFICE AS MEMBERS OF THE BOARD OF 

TRUSTEES OF THE POLICEMEN AND FIREMEN RETIREMENT FUND, TO A 

TERM ENDING DECEMBER 4, 2017. 

 

Mayor Beck asked for a vote of approval of Resolution No. 15-16. Carried 

unanimously.  Mayor Beck declared Resolution No. 15-16, approved. 

 

Resolution No. 15-17 
Reappoints Mark F. Mueller to office as a 
Member of the Board of Adjustment and 
Appeals. 
 
Mr. Vilcek moved, Ms. Greenwald seconded, for the ready of Resolution No. 15-17. 

Carried unanimously.  Resolution No. 15-17 was presented and read. 

 

A RESOLUTION OF THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF RICHMOND HEIGHTS, 

MISSOURI, REAPPOINTING MARK F. MUELLER,  A RESIDENT CITIZEN, 

TO OFFICE AS A MEMBER OF THE BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT AND 

APPEALS;  TO A TERM ENDING NOVEMBER 1, 2020. 

 

Mayor Beck asked for a vote of approval of Resolution No. 15-17. Carried 

unanimously.  Mayor Beck declared Resolution No. 15-17, approved. 

 

CITIZEN’S COMMENTS NO. 2 
 
None. 
 
Closed Session 
 
At approximately 8:10 p.m., Mr. Casey moved, Mr. Finney seconded, a motion to 

hold a closed meeting with closed record and closed voting pursuant to Subsections 

(1), (2), (3) and (12) of Section 610.021, RSMo., 2010, in order to discuss in order to 

discuss legal actions, causes of legal action or litigation involving a public 
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governmental body, and any confidential or privileged communications between a 

public governmental body or its representatives and its attorneys,  and leasing 

purchase or sale of real estate by a public governmental body where public 

knowledge of the transaction might adversely affect the legal consideration thereof, 

hiring, firing, disciplining or promoting an employee of a public governmental body 

and documents related to a negotiated contract.  AYES:  Mr. Jacknewitz, Mr. Vilcek, 

Mr. Finney, Ms. Moylan, Mr. Casey, Mr. Notter, Ms. Greenwald, Mr. Sebben and 

Mayor Beck.  NAYS:  None. 

 

Mayor Beck stated the Council would adjourn to closed session. 

 

At approximately 8:50 p.m., Council returned to open session. 

 

MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS 
 

Mr.Vilcek stated he appreciated the few holiday decorations seen around the City but 

stated he felt the City should look more festive particularly on Big Bend, Brentwood 

Dale Avenue and City Hall; he said he felt it was lacking compared to other cities. 

 

Ms. Moylan agreed, saying the lighting at The Heights grounds needs to be more 

dramatic and noted the lighting ceremony did not have much impact. 

  

Council stated they would like to see the City Hall island tree decorated. 

 

Ms. Hamilton stated Parks and Public works would continue the decorating “work in 

progress”. 

 
Adjournment 

 

With no further business to come before the meeting, at approximately 8:55 p.m., Mr. 

Vilcek moved, Mr. Finney seconded, a motion to adjourn.  Carried unanimously. 

 

Mayor Beck declared the meeting, adjourned. 

 

 

___________________________ 

       PATRICIA S. VILLMER 

       DEPUTY CITY CLERK 

 

APPROVAL: 

 

________________________ 

 

 

 


